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NEWS

ASIAN SCIENCE EDITORS’ CONFERENCE AND

WORKSHOP 2014: A REPORT

Madhvendra Narayan*

*Associate Editor, IJHS, INSA, New Delhi-110002

The Asian Science Editors’ Conference and
Workshop was organized by the Korean Council of
Science Editors (KCSE) during 2 - 4 July 4, 2014 in
Seoul, Korea. The event was supported by the
Korean Federation of Science and Technology
Societies (KOFST) and the Association of
Academies and Societies of Sciences in Asia
(AASSA). The Science editors from China, India,
Indonesia, Japan, Mangolia, Phillipines, Russia,
Singapore, South Korea Thailand, Vietnam, and
attended the three day Conference and Workshop.
The aim of the workshop included defining a
journal’s goal in international market and devising
an effective promotion plan, applying new
international standards in Journal publishing and to
discuss effective strategies to promote fruitful
interactions among Asian science editorsincluding
the launch of Asian Council of Science Editors. Mr
Madhvendra Narayan, Associate Editor, IJHS was
nominated by the Academy to participate in the
event.

The first three sessions of the inaugural day,
2nd July was devoted to discussion on Current
Situation of Scientific Journals in Asia. It included
oral as well as poster presentation by the editors of
scientific journals published by national science
academies, universities and scientific societies. The
broad areas covered were current status of Asian
scientific publications and challenges faced by them,
research outputs of science and technology
publications, role of publications in assessment in

higher education institutions, role of library as
journal publisher, analysis of evaluation items for
scholarly journals and how to increase the visibility
of scientific journals from Asia. The closing session
of the first day marked the inaugural assembly and
launch of Council of Asian Science Editors (CASE).
It discussed the background and purpose of the
Council of Asian Science Editors which aims to
improve the quality of science journals published in
Asia through consulting and information exchange
regarding editing and publishing in order to
contribute to the development of science and human
well-being. For the smooth functioning of CASE
an Executive Board and five Standing Committees
on Education and Training; Publication Ethics,
Information and Publication; External Affairs and
Advisory Committees were proposed each having
around ten members to be constituted later on. The
CASE will have around eighty members to start with.

 The 2nd and 3rd day of the conference was
devoted to a comprehensive workshop on issues
related to science publishing. CrossRef made
presentations on their services like DOI reference
linking system and CrossCheck for prevention and
protection from plagiarism. Wiley Asia Australia
shared their experiences of publishing more than
1800 journals and partnering with 800 societies. The
representative from PSP Consulting presented an
overview of the world of journals and publishing
industry.

The three day event provided an opportunity
to learn various aspects of science editing and
science publishing.
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INSA YOUNG HISTORIAN OF SCIENCE AWARD - 2015

Call for Nominations
INSA Young Historian of Science Award is instituted by the Indian National Science Academy, New Delhi
with the aim of recognizing young historians of science of extraordinary promise and creativity who have
made notable research contributions in areas relating to History of Science. This prestigious award, considered
to be the highest recognition of promise, creativity and excellence will be awarded annually to those science-
historians who have distinguished attributes as evidenced by their research work relating to development of
scientific knowledge in India. Only those born on or after January 1, 1980 are eligible for consideration in
the year 2015.

The awardee shall receive a certificate‚ a bronze medal, cash award of Rs. 25,000/- and seed amount to
initiate research project and further scope for overseas training for advancement of career.

A candidate is to be nominated by a Fellow of the Indian National Science Academy and other National
Scientific Societies, Vice Chancellors of Universities and Heads of Research Institutions.

Nomination proforma may be availed from Assistant Executive Director at e-mail ijhs@insa.nic.in or be
downloaded from website www.insaindia.org. One hard copy and a soft copy (in MS-Word only) of the
nomination duly filled in, along with all supporting documents, must reach the Academy latest by February
28, 2015.

INSA PROJECTS IN HISTORY OF SCIENCE

Requests for Applications
Research Projects are approved by Indian National Commission for History of Science annually on various
subjects pertaining to history of science and technology in India under the guidance of a Research Council.
Through this programme, the Investigator can take up source and theme oriented study and compilations of
important sources with commentaries;  translation of important technical primary sources on mathematics,
astronomy, medicine, alchemy, agriculture, natural products, life sciences, scientific traditions including oral
traditions of scientific nature, metals and metallurgy, architecture and irrigation technology, for critical
assessment relating to ancient and medieval periods. The Commission has given equal emphasis for historical
evaluation of science and technology of both 19th and 20th century scenario in India with critical assessment.
Study of pioneering institutions, popular perceptions of science development, tools, techniques and how the
knowledge in each area of science has grown conceptually on the basis of International perspectives, are
some of the research areas cited as examples. Themes may of course be selected depending on candidates’
own aptitudes and specializations.

Facilities

The Project Investigators are offered facilities of Research Assistants (Non –NET), JRF/SRF, Research
Associates with suitable contingency and travel grant. In special cases superannuated scholars are also granted
Honorarium with other facilities for whole time research work.

Interested scholars may write to Executive Director, Indian National Science Academy, Bahadurshah Zafar
Marg, New Delhi-110002 or email at esoffice@insa.nic.in or ijhs@insa.nic.in for further details. The
application form can also be downloaded from the INSA Website: www.insaindia.org. The last date for
submitting the project application form is 31st December.
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