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Discovery of  Vṛddhagarga’s Vāstuvidya

• The Manuscripts (Source)


• What is Vāstuvidya?


• Who is Vṛddhagarga?


• An overview of Vṛddhagarga’s 

Vāstuvidya


• Conclusion
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वा#ुिव&ायां भूिमपरी(ा ि+तीयोऽ0ायः 

(Ch 2nd - colophon)
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An inscription found at Sri Pashupatinath Teample, KathmanduSnippets from Bhujinmol and Devanagari manuscripts



Manuscripts’ Information

35 Num of folios 61

Devanagari
Script 

Bhujimol

S-1099 (Reel A 428/27) Reel num 1075/3

Sanskrit Language Sanskrit

2ोितषम ्  
Jyotișa

Filed as
वा6ुशा9म्  

Vāstuśastram

वृ;गग=संिहता  
Vṛddhagargasaṁhitā

Title
वा6ुिवBा  

Vāstuvidyā

CAHC



वा6ुिवBा 
Vāstuvidyā

•The word Vāstu can be construed in 2 different ways -


“to dwell” as derived from the verb वस
्

something comprising of five materials mediums - the earth, 

water, fire, air and space, when derived from the noun व6ु


•Vāstuvidyā - science or knowledge for natural habitats, dwellings 

and other paraphernalia associated with them 


Providing safe havens for humans and animals for peaceful co-

existence


Planning and implementations - from city-planning to building 

houses, dams, wells, temples et al


Residential quarters to conveyances & furniture


Transportation - building roads to building vehicles
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भृगुरिCव=िशEF िवGकमा= मय6था । नारदो नMिजOैव िवशाला(ः पुरRरः ॥


 TUाकुमारो नRीशः शौनको गग* एव च।वासुदेवोऽिनZ;F तथा शु[बृह]ती ॥


अ_ादशैते िवaाता वा6ुशा9ोपदेशकाः।सङ्(ेपेणोपिद_d ुमनव ेमefिपणा॥

वा6ुशा9ोपदेशकाः  Vāstuvidya Authors

CAHC

(Matsyapurāṇa Ch.252 v. 2,3,4)

ಭೃಗುರ&'ವ)*ಷ,ಶ. /ಶ0ಕ2ಾ) ಮಯಸ78ಾ . 9ಾರ:ೂೕ ನಗ>?@.Aವ /BಾCಾDಃ ಪGರಂದರಃ ..


ಬ'KಾLಕು2ಾMೂೕ ನಂNೕಶಃ BೌನPೂೕ ಗಗ) ಏವ ಚ.Sಾಸು:ೕTUೕಽWರುದXಶ. ತ8ಾ ಶುಕ'ಬೃಹಸ[&ೕ ..


ಅ]ಾ^ದ_ೖaೕ /bಾcdಾ Sಾಸು7Bಾeೂfೕಪ:ೕಶgಾಃ.ಸಂhೕiೕjೂೕಪNಷ^ಂತು ಮನTೕ ಮತklರೂmnಾ..



Finding Garga..

• Garga Ṛshi - A well known composer of 

Vedic hymns, Bharadvāj/ Ańgirasa


• One of the eighteen preceptors of 

Vāstuvidyā


• Gargācārya -the family priest of 

Nandagopa and Yaśodā, the foster parents 

of Kṛṣṇa in Gokula


• Vṛddhagarga - as a famous astronomer in 

Mahabhārata

Quoted By 

1. Atharva-Parisishta (~400 BCE)


2. Mīnarāja  (200 CE) 


3. Varāhamihira (500 CE.)


4. Somākara (700 CE?)


5. Bhaṭṭotpala (1000 CE) 


6. Ballālasena (1100 CE)


7. Bhāskarayogi (1300 CE) 


8. Nīlakaṇṭha (1500 CE.).
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Works of Garga 

1. Garga Samhita 


2. Garga Manorama


3. Vṛddhagarga Jyotișa


4. Vṛddhagarga Vāstuvidyā



Vṛddhagarga Vāstuvidyā

• Vāstuvidya as proposed by Vṛddhagarga or Senior Garga


• Comprises of 34 chapters, 930+ shloka


• Written mostly in Anustub metre (vŗta), Upajāti in some chapters (19th chapter).


• Dialogues between Vṛddhagarga and Kroṣṭukiḥ, Gautamaḥ


• First  28 chapters directly attributed to Vṛddhagarga, but 29th and 33rd show 

conversations between Gautama and Viśwakarma. These chapters are on 

Prasāda, Forts and  Pratoli, which have more technical details than the earlier 

chapters.
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Two distinct narrations
1. Initial part -


• Reconnaissance , methods to determine 

directions, quality of land for setting up dwellings


• Nagar Sannivesha - City planning (for zonal 

divisions) and Rajanivas


• Associated measurement scales and drawing of 

grids for layouts - padanyāsa


• Doors and their placements and respective 

deities


• Houses, Śālā


• Portents, Gṛha Pravesha, Śāntimantra


2. Pratoli, Kanyapura (forts) and Godhamukha 

Prasadas (Palaces), Torana, Steps
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Praśnādhyāyaḥ 

As a “Table of Content”

• The first chapter, Praśnādhyāyaḥ of 56 verses 

acts as the ancient table of content


• After introducing Vṛddhagarga as the learned 

muni, a proponent of many shastras, the narrator 

gives the context, through ~35 questions.


• However, there is no information on the narrator 

or the scribe in any part of the document. 


• The text is a narration by a third person, 

documenting dialogues between a guru and 

shishyas on the subject Vāstuvidyā
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ॐ नमो िवकमण े

र ेिहमवतः पा िसचारणसिेवत॥ेपरुासीदामान ंनदीभागीरथीतटे॥१॥

Prologue…

तपोवनसमूुतबै शाखमै हाुमःै॥ सवत ु कुसमुिैदरैावतृ ंननोपमःै॥२॥ 

केतशोकितलकैः पुागसरलानःै॥ियावनैवै बपुफलवैृ तम॥्३॥  

मषदसघंुःै पकागचनःै॥ पिुतःै शोिभत ंिन ंसवसमनोहरःै॥४॥ 

वदेिनिननादने ऋषीणा ंपुयकिम णाम॥्गीतवािदघोषणे गवा णा ंमहानाम॥्५॥ 

बिहणा ंच िननादने प ुँोिकलतने च॥गीतिमव यि ंलत ेकाननोमम॥्६॥



नानापिगणाकीण मरो गणसिेवतम॥् दिणाुवहा गा य सिररा॥ ७॥ 

चवाकवतृापा राजहंसोपशोिभता॥िकालमिृषिभिन  ंसेमाना िवराजत॥े८॥ 

य त ेमगृराजानो रमि सिहता मगृःै॥ गजा िसहंःै ससंृा िवरमकुतो भयाः॥९॥ 

त िष मु ंत ंतप ेवितम॥् तािहो ंष कृतजािकमम॥्१०॥



आसीनमृिषिभः सा;=मिMकiमहाBुितम्॥ महाभाग ंमहाjk ंवृ;गगl तपोधनम्॥११॥


भूतभािवभवoाने बु;ैGय=परdपम्॥ सव=kानिवदा ंpेEं वेदवेदाङ्गपारगम्॥ १२॥


वृतं िशrगणैमु=aैः शुिचिभT=Uचािरिभः॥भृuङ्िगरः jभृितिभः पुCैिरव यथा jभुम्॥१३॥


आिदwिमव दुyेzं तपसा तेजसा च वै॥ परणे वपुषा चैव {ा|मान ंयथानलं॥ १४॥  


उपग� यथा �ाय ंचरणावुपगृ� च॥ िवनीतवचनो धीमान ्[ो_ुिकः पिरपृ�ित॥१५॥


भव�काशाद् वा6ूनामृषय6�िनFयम्॥pोतुिम�िd स�ूणl भगवान् तद् Tवीत ुमे ॥१६॥

Introducing Vṛddhagarga

CAHC

ााय ेथमोऽायः



Need for Vāstu - 


to rebuild, when the world was submerged in flood. 


(A common theme across Vāstu and purana texts).


एकाण=वे पुरालोके jन_�हभा�र॥े जघान तौ महादैwौ हिरना=रायणः jभुः॥३५॥


तयो6�ेदसा��ं सव=म�ः समdतः॥ येन ना�ा वसुमती मेिदनीwु�ते बुधैः॥३६॥


ततः स भगवान ् देवो महा�ा परम�यः॥jजासगा=थ= संसृ2 लोकCयमिरRमः॥३७॥


सृ�ा लोकCयं पु�ं वेदाँFैव सनातनान्॥यkानु�ादयामास िविवधान् �ग=सं[माम्॥३८॥


ततो यkjसूwथ=मसृज(त)् व6ु िनFयम्॥लोकानां ……..लोके �य�ुिव॥ ३९॥

CAHCभव�काशा+ा6ूनामृषय6�िनFयम्॥pोतुिम�िd स�ूणl भगवान् तद् Tवीतु मे॥१६॥ 


वा6ूना ंकथमु�ि��=_ा भगवता भुिव॥ कथ ंिह �हणं कुया=द्  भुवFािप परी(णम्॥१७॥
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How to get started?

क|ाक|िवभागkः jग�ो धािम� कः शुिचः॥jासादकम=कुशलो गृहकम=िवशारदः॥ ५०॥


य¡कम=िवभागkः शु¢ ेदुग£ च पारगः॥ िचCकम=िण िन¥णातो देश�Rिवधानिवत्॥५१॥


िनिम�ो�ातकुशलः शा9िव¦िणधानवान्॥ मेधावी मितमाँFैव वयसाच समि§तः॥५२॥


अरोगF कुलीनF jशाdः ¨पितय=तः॥ अiकोपः jशाdF यFाय=पितता भवेत्॥५३॥


चतुगु=णे तथा_ा स ेि+वीजे िCगुण ेतथा॥ ¨पwे परमाथ=kो राkः ¨पितZ�ते॥५४॥


अiे ब© ब© kेत ुअiं kान ंिवव;=ते॥ शा9ाथा= चाª व;=dे व«ी¬न इवानले॥५५॥


ई�श ंसव=संप� ं¨पितं शा9पारगम्॥   jासादा°ालक+ारवे±कम= सुयोजयेिदित॥५६॥

Have a qualified Sthapati

पशवोिप परी(ािd पृिथ�ा6ु गुणागुणान्॥


ग¬fपरस]शा=²रीz िनवसिd च॥१-४६

य³ा�³ा� ुय´ेन िव+ा²µे¶णुागुणान्॥


धनधा�िववृ¸थ=मायुः सdानवृ;ये॥१-४७॥

Start with Bhoomi-Parikṣa



MahishiGrha

RajNivasa

Mantri

CAHCनगरसंिनवेशे (४) , राजिनवेश े(५)

“महानदीनां कूलेषु नगरािण िनवेशयेत्॥”



कोEागारािण	 


आयुधागारम्	 


शु¹शालम्	 


भाºागारम्


शयनगृहम्


भि¼गृहम्


आवासगृहम्


मिहषीगृहम्

गणकः	 	 


चुRाः	 


तैिलकाः	 


रथकाराः	 


रजकाः	 


क�प-धीवरः	


तुङ्गवायकाः	 


�ैरी�ः	 	

ि9योपजीिवनः	 


भृwोपजीिवनः	


सेना	


नािपतः	 


पाषिºकः	 


िवशाखाः

कोशा0(ः


महामाCः


कुमाराः


सांव�रः


चारकः	 


िभषजः	 


अय�ारः	 


परीचारः	

People and Places



Metric System

1 Angula 0.75 inch

1 Aratnika 21 angula

1 Hasta 24 angula = 18 inches = 1.5 ft

1 Kisḵu 42 angula

1 Dhanu 4 hasta = 6 ft

1 Yojana 8000 dhanu

1 Gavyuti 1 /4 yojana = 2000 dhanu

अ_ौ धनुः सहÀािण योजनं परमु�ते॥२६॥


ग�ूित ि+सहÀािण ि+गुण ंचा;=योजनमम्॥ 


ि+च�ािरंशाङ्गुलः िकÁु अरि´Fैक िवंशितः॥


चतुिवÂ शाङ्गुलो ह6Fतुह=6ं धनुः ³ृतम्॥

Roads

Raṣtramārga 20 Dhanu

Seemāmārga 20 Dhanu

Rajamārga 6 Dhanu

Śākhārathi 6 Dhanu

Diśamārga 30 Dhanu

िवशंती राÃमागl च सीमामाग=6थैव च॥ 


धनूंिष षट् च िव6ीणÅ राजमागÅ िवधीयते॥ २९॥


धनूँिष चािप च�ािर शाखारÆा ंjयोजयेत्॥


िCका रÆोपकारªुि;� काFाÇुपरिÆका॥३०॥
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jÉा0ाये jथमोऽ0ायः (56) गृहjवेशकम=नाम Cयोदशमः(14) उÊयिनकोनाम षिËंशितम अ0ायः (25)

वा6ुिवBायां भूिमपरी(ा ि+तीयोऽ0ायः (28½), नवकिम� को नाम चतुदश=मः(17 ½) सव=वणा=नां सÌिवंशितम (48 ½)

िदÍ�हण ंतृतीयः (28½) वा6ुवैकृितको नाम पÎदशमः(21) jासादिवभागो नाम अ_ािवंशोऽ0ायः (32 ½)

नगरसंिनवेशे चतुथ=ः (47 वा6ुम0 ेिनदÏशो नाम षोडशोऽ0ायः(35 ½) jासादसूC ऊनिCंशितमोऽ0ायः (100)

राजकुलिनवेशः पÎमोऽ0ायः (22) कूपÒम¨ान सÌदशमः(13) न(Cयोगं नाम िCंशितमः (28)

+ारदेवतः सÌमः (16 ½) TU¨ािपतो नाम अ_ादशमः (14) बिलकम= नाम  एकिCंशितम अ0ायः (17)

+ारदैवतको नाम अ_मः (17) व6ु�ेिदको नाम एकोनिवंशितमः (21) बिलकिम� को नाम +ािCंशितमोऽ0ायः (10 ½)

+ारगुणदोषोनाम नवमः (17) व6ु�ेिदको नाम िवंशितमः (24) jतोलीसूC-Cयि9ंशितमोऽ0ायः (68)

+ारदोषो नाम दशमः (17) �ािनवेशो नाम +ािवंशितमः (31) +ारिनदÏिशको नामचतुिCÂ शतमः (31)

मापने नैिमि�को नामैकादशमः (16) छायाल(णं नाम चतुिवÂ शितमः (34)

वा6ुशािdक +ादशमः (8) नवगृहिवकम= पÎिवंशितमः (41)

Chapters/ Adhyāyāh



Key Findings

1. Of evident historical interest in tracing the growth of habitat planning, architecture 

and civil engineering in Bharata Desha


2. Date estimated is 500 BC or before - the nakṣatra list starting from kṛttikā as in the 

Vedic period and attribution of auspiciousness to the day and time for starting a new 

work. 

3. Auspiciousness of time in a day in terms of nakṣatra, tithi and muhūrta. Even the 

fourth tithi related karaṇa is not referred, unlike in VGJ the Jyotiṣa text of Vṛddhagarga


4. Materials used for construction limited to  bamboo, wood and mud


5. Toraṇa, kanyāpura and godhāmukha architectural features for palaces, forts need 

deeper study



“Thank You!” 




